Welcome to the
Rottweiler Education
Seminar

“A Study Guide for Rottweiler Structure”

American Rottweiler Club Breeders Education Committee






Fault judging your own dogs
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The Rottweiler




Rottweiler Proportions




Rottweiler Proportions













The Rottweiler is not a “Head Breed”! \




Head Type: Puppies




Correct Bitch Heads




Correct Dog Heads



Head Type: Incorrect




Eyes should be in proportion to the head, not too large- but not too

small. The shape of an almond is pointed at each end and rising in
the middle - NOT ROUND!
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Dark brown, almond
shaped




Yellow (Bird of Different color
Prey) eye eye

Hairless Eye Rim




Ears are triangular, hanging down, close to the cheek; not too small
so as to be light and flyaway but not too large and heavy; they are
set in line with the top of the skull, giving the appearance of
broadening the skull; if set too high they give a comical expression;
they should hang flat with no creases, not stand away from the
head and there should be no daylight between the inner edge of
the ear and the face. Neither should they be low set which gives an
impression of houndiness.













dentition contains
a total of 28 baby
teeth

Normal Occlusion Teeth [

Adult: 42 -
teeth “

Incisors




Examples of abnormal bites

Undershot

Aares\

Malocclusion

Puppy/Overshot



Flews are the upper and lower lips culminating in the corners of the mouth;
they should be tight without openness, in combination with the overall

dryness of the head. Ideally mouth pigment should be dark with little, or no,
pink pigment visible.



Undesired: Loose Flews
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Correct/Dark Pink gums







Correct Underjaw







Correct Coat




S

Wavy coat on

puppy, will
Jusually go

Serious fault:
Open coat

away

erious fault: Any trimming that alters the length of the natural coat







Correct color
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Disqualification

Any base
color other
than black

F Absence of
markings




Neck

The neck is moderate in length,
moderately arched and strong.

The length of neck is essential to the correct
profile of the Rottweiler although “of fair
length” could be misinterpreted to mean that
the neck should be fairly long. ‘Moderate
length’ would be a better description. There is
no doubt that the neck must be slightly
arched, muscular and strong to carry the noble
head. Throatiness means too much skin
hanging around under the neck which is not
desirable. A “clean dry outline” should be
aimed at.




Length of Neck




Withe

i, Pon of Shoulder

arpus

or Metacarpal










Shoulder Angulation
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upper arm

/ orrect Angulation
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Correct Male Front Frnt

Correct Male Front




Front Assembly

Note
indent




Upper arm too far forward

Note the straight front, the uper arm is sitting in front of the rib cage.
no indentation
no forechest.




Straight Shoulders

Shorter upperarm

Note the wrinkles over

the shoulder which

Can also be caused by wide
shoulders.




Wide in Front




Flexor
surface

Brachium

Flexor
surface

RADIUS AND ULNA
Forearm
Antebrachium

Carpus

Metacarpus

Shoulder
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Appropriate ) Short
length humerus humerus




Shorter Upper Arm




The upper arm can be too far forward
and actually sit in front of the ribcage




This is the area from the base of the neck to the base of the tail.

Preferred topline is level, meaning that this area should be flat and strong.







Topline problems

Slope in topline: -
Front angulation does not match High in the rear :
rear angulation Low tail set

Roach
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Bitch Pictures

Bitches are distinctly feminine.

BB N
Serious faults: Lack of
proportion, undersized,
oversized

Reversal of sex
characteristics (bitchy
dogs, doggy bitches)




Dog Pictures

Dogs 24 inches to 27 inches.

< . ,am Dogs are characteristically more massive throughout with
sl ®” 4 larger frame and heavier bone than bitches.

"’ erious Faults - Lack of proportion, undersized,
" A |oversized, reversal of sex characteristics (bitchy dogs)

| '
:



Puppy Pictures










Correct length of Loin




Loin Problems
=l










Steep Croup

Correct Croup
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Extreme rear angulation | /.~ Redline\
rom tail,

shows
Where rea
foot
“should”

-
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PRSI " Note, high in the rear

Straight in stifle

Straight stifle causes
stress in the middle
of the back




The ideal angulation is one where the length of the
femur is equal to the length of tibia/fibula (lower
thigh). The longer both the femur and tibia/fibula
are, the greater the turn of stifle for that breed. A
quick way to check for equal lengths of femur and
tibia is to raise the hock (perpendicularly, of course)
up to the end of the pelvis. If the point of the hock
extends beyond the rear edge of the pelvis, then the
tibia is too long in relation to the femur. Rarely if
ever is the femur too long.




Docked, the tail is short, close to the body leaving one or
two tail vertebrae. Undocked, the tail is carried straight
or upward curved and may hang at rest.

Faults — Tails with kinks, strong lateral deviation, or
ringtails.




Docked










Correct Feet




Feet: Problem

Flat feet






Pasterns




Pastern



Strong hock joint




Sickle Hocks

Second thigh too
long

Hock Angulation too
acute




Sickle Hock

Sickle hocks create a

lack of rear power, which
impedes running and jumping
as well as a lack of rear-
assembly stability for quick turns.
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when a dog can't hold
the hock perpendicular
to the ground while
stacked and always has
the toes in front of the
hocks no mater how far
the leg is taken
backwards, you have
sickle hocks, and it is
quite noticeable from a

At times you may see the handler having
problems setting up the dogs rear-- because
the dog does not feel comfortable standing in
that position for a long period of time. Often
they will try to sit.







Cow Hocked







Balanc
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Balance

Front Angulation matches rear angulation







Measure Balance

Measure Balance
















