Welcome to the
Rottweiler Education
Seminar

“A Study Guide for Rottweiler Structure”
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Fault Judge Your Own Dogs










The Rottweiler

« The American Rottweiler Club standard describes the Rottweiler as "robust and
powerful. The Rottweiler is happiest when given a job to perform. His intelligence,
endurance and willingness to work make him suitable as a police dog, herding,
service dog, therapy dog, obedience competitor and devoted companion.”

« The Rottweiler is a medium-large, robust and powerful dog.

« According to generally accepted principles, as an inherent protector, the Rottweiler
is self-confident and responds quietly and with a wait-and-see attitude to stimuli in
his environment.

» A Rottweiler fits the above image while remaining an athletic and an all-purpose and
loyal companion.




Rottweiler Proportions

Dogs 24 inches to 27 inches. Bitches 22 inches to 25 inches, with preferred
size being mid-range of each sex.

The length of body, from prosternum to the rearmost projection of the rump,
is slightly longer than the height of the dog at the withers, the most desirable
proportion of the height to length being 9 to 10. The Rottweiler is neither
coarse nor shelly. His bone and muscle mass must be sufficient to balance his
frame, giving a compact and very powerful appearance.

The 9 to 10 length of the body from the point of shoulder to the rear point of
the croup is slightly longer than the height of the body from the ground to the
top of the withers.

The desirable slightly longer proportion is not derived from a long back, but
from overall length which in relation to height is achieved by length of
forequarter, length of withers and hindquarters viewed from the side.




Rottweiler Proportions
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The Rottweiler Head

Erect head carriage, held slightly ahead of the body when standing.

The head is of nhormal proportions relative to the size of the dog and of normal
shape, neither long and narrow nor short and wide overall.

A Rottweiler should have a strong, powerful head with broad jaws.
The skull is slightly longer than the muzzle, almost flat on top.
The nose and lips must be black.

The Rottweiler nose is well developed, broader than round, with relatively large
nostrils and always black.

The muzzle should appear neither elongated nor shortened in relation to the cranial
region. The nasal bridge is broad at the base and moderately tapered.







The Rottweiler is Not a “Head Breed”!




Bitch Heads




Dog Heads




Head Type: Incorrect







A\

Dark brown, almond
shaped




Yellow (Bird of Different color
Prey) eye eye
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Ears

Low Ear Set High Ear Set Correct Ear Set
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Adult: 42
teeth

The puppy dentition
contains a total of 28 baby
teeth

Your Puppy's
Teeth

Incisors

. Canines . Premolars




Examples of Abnormal Bites

Undershot

fases\

Malocclusion

Puppy/QOvershot






Undesired: Loose Flews
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Correct Underjaw
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| Wavy coat on
puppy, will
usually go
away

Serious fault:
Open coat

Serious fault: Any trimming that alters the length of the natural coat







Correct color

. Dec. 13, 2001
s )J.C. Photo
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White Excessive
markings

Insufficient .

markings




Disqualification

Absence of Markings Any Base Other Than Black




Neck

The neck is moderate in length,
moderately arched and strong.

The length of neck is essential to the correct

! ‘WV“% profile of the Rottweiler.

The neck must be slightly arched, muscular
and strong to carry the head. Throatiness
means too much skin hanging around under

the neck and is not desirable. You want to see
a "clean dry outline.”




Length of Neck
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Forequarters

Shoulder blade is long and well laid back.

» Upper arm equal in length to shoulder blade, set so elbows are well
under body.

» Distance from withers to elbow and elbow to ground is equal.

» Legs are strongly developed with straight, heavy bone, not set close

together.

he Forequarters is made up of the shoulder blade, which articulates with the
upper arm at the shoulder joint; the upper arm, which articulates with the
forearm; the forearm, which consists of the radius and ulna, the wrist,
consisting of seven carpal bones; the pastern, consisting of five metacarpal
bones; and the forefoot.









Shoulder Angulation

Sorrect f;g‘j;’j;;‘jﬁ”” Shoulder blade is
| long and well laid
back.

Upper arm equal in
length to shoulder
blade, set so elbows
are well underneath
body.

The chest is
broad and deep.




Correct

Note: If the shoulder blade is forward and upright, you
may still have forechest. Hence, just because a dog has
forechest does not mean it is correct.




Correct Male Front




Front Assembly
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Legs perpendicular to the ground along with
elbows that are tight against the body




Upper arm too far forward

In a straight front, the upper arm sits in front of the rib cage.
No indentation.
No forechest.
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Straight Shoulders
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Shorter upperarm

Note wrinkles over the shoulders which may
indicate a straight shoulder




Wide in Front




Flexor
surface

Brachium

Flexor
surface

RADIUS AND ULNA
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Digital joints
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The upper arm can be too far forward
and actually sit in front of the ribcage




Topline is formed by the withers, back, loin, and croup.

This is the area from the base of the neck to the base of the tail.

Preferred topline is level, meaning that this area should be flat and strong.
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Topline problems

Slope in topline: -
Front angulation does not match High in the rear :
rear angulation Low tail set
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Bitch Pictures

22 inches to 25 inches

Bitches are distinctly feminine. l I
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proportion, undersized,
oversized

Reversal of sex
characteristics (bitchy
dogs, doggy bitches)




Dog Pictures

Dogs 24 inches to 27 inches.

Dogs are characteristically more massive throughout with
larger frame and heavier bone than bitches.

ack of proportion, undersized,
oversized, reversal of sex characteristics (bitchy dogs)
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Correct length of Loin




Loin Problems










Steep Croup

Too steep or too rounded croup (and/or low tail set)

If the croup is steeper or rounder than what is required, the problems is
coming from beneath it. The more dogs carry or position their rear legs
under them, the more the croup will drop or round. The more structural
issues a dog has with its rear legs, the more pronounced the effect of the

croup.
Correct Croup




Hindquarters

Angulation of hindquarters balances that of forequarters.
Upper thigh is fairly long, very broad and well muscled.

Stifle joint is well turned. Lower thigh is long, broad and powerful
with extensive muscling leading into a strong hock joint.

Rear pasterns are nearly perpendicular to the ground. Viewed from
the rear, hind legs are straight, strong and wide enough apart to fit
with a properly built body.

Back feet: are somewhat longer than the front feet, turning neither
in nor out, equally compact with well arched toes. Pads are thick

and hard. Nails short, strong, and black. Dewclaws must be
removed.




Angulation of the hindquarter usually refers to the relative lengths of the upper and lower thigh,
length of hock and the resultant turn of stifle.

Balance comes from equal lengths of upper and lower thigh. Stability - comes with short strong
hocks combined with equal lengths of upper and lower thigh.

Instability comes from increasing length of lower thigh in relation to upper thigh, particularly if
combined with long hocks.

Croup - length and lay of croup affects the transmission of power forwards.

Good angulation - equal lengths of upper to lower thigh, ideally with short strong hocks, good
turn of stifle.

Over angulation (deep) - too long in lower thigh relative to upper thigh, often with long hocks,
excessive turn of stifle.

Lacking angulation - short upper thigh, longer lower thigh, slight to moderate turn of stifle;
usually combined with long hocks and short steep croups.

Straight - very short upper and lower thigh, straight stifle, hocks short and very little deviation
from the line of the hindquarter.



The ideal angulation is where the length
of the femur is equal in length of
tibia/fibula (lower thigh)

The longer both the femur and
tibia/fibula are the greater turn of
stifle.







Rear Angulation
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Correct Rear




Extreme rear angulation |
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Stralght in stifle

Note, high in the rear

Straight stifle causes
stress in the middle
of the back




The ideal angulation is one where the length of the
femur is equal to the length of tibia/fibula (lower
thigh).

A quick way to check for equal lengths of femur and
tibia is to raise the hock (perpendicularly) up to the
end of the pelvis. If the point of the hock extends
beyond the rear edge of the pelvis, then the tibia is
too long in relation to the femur. Rarely if ever is the
femur too long.
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Correct Feet




Flat feet
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Strong hock joint







Sickle Hocks

A sickle hock is one where the hock
is bent at more than 90 degrees
to the ground when viewed from
the side. This curved hock gives
the appearance of a sickle. Often
this hock cannot be flexed in
action.
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Sickle hocks are easily seen on the backward swing of the rear leg during movement.
Instead of the joint between the lower thigh and the hock opening into a nearly straight
extended line, where the pads on the bottom of the foot end in a position that is nearly
straight up (or reaching toward the sky), the sickle hock, due to the imbalanced length

of the bones (longer lower thigh), at fullest rearward extension ends in a shape
resembling a sickle - slightly curved instead of fully extended. The rear movement on the
sickle hocked dog looks like the swinging of an old fashioned sickle when viewing the sickle
from the side.




Sickle Hock

Sickle hocks create a

lack of rear power, which
impedes running and jumping
as well as a lack of rear-
assembly stability for quick turns.

when a dog can't hold the
hock perpendicularto the
ground while stacked and
always has the toes in
front of the hocks no
mater how far the leg is
taken backwards, you
have sickle hocks, and it

: “# is quite noticeable from a
& ‘:5, - stacked photo.

At times you may see the handler having problems setting up the
dog's rear attempting to put the pasterns perpendicular to the
ground, but because the dog does not feel comfortable standing
in that position for a long period of time. Often, the dog will try
to sit or move its rear legs.







Cow Hocked




Balance

Balance is always a governing principle

The efficient use of one body part to balance another minimizes the expenditure of energy and
allows for an incredible variety of maneuvers in the dog in motion.

If he must, a dog will make compensatory movements in his limbs if balance is not correct, which
appear wasteful of energy, but in fact, are minimizing his expenditure because of anomalies
somewhere within that dog.

The best structured dogs have no need of such wasted motion.

Limbs are moved minimally, no farther than necessary from the center of gravity, but
freely and smoothly.
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Balance

Front angulation matches rear angulation




This dog is balanced (straight front and rear), but
lacks support, because of steeper angulation front
and rear. Also note roached topline.




Measure Balance

To judge balance, draw three lines on your
dog. The First

Is a line from the middle of the front leg up
past the top of your dog’s head.

The head and neck should be in front of the
line.

The second line is from the point of the
buttock to the ground. For moderate rear
angulation,

The front of your dog’s rear toe should hit
the line.

The third line follows the back line forward
from the tail out past

The dog’s head (horizontally). Your dogs
chin should be above that line.

If your dog passes these three tests, he’s
generally balanced and has decent angles.

Measure Balance







Serious faults

Lack of proportion, undersized, oversized
Reversal of sex characteristics (doggy bitch, bitchy dog)

Level bite
Any missing tooth

Yellow (bird of prey) eyes, eyes of different color or size, hairless eye rim

Ear: improper carriage, creased, folded or held away from cheek/head.
Total lack of mouth pigment (pink mouth)

Open coat, excessively short or curly coat, total lack of undercoat, any
trimming that alters the length of the natural coat.

Straw colored, excessive, insufficient or sooty markings

Rust other than described in the standard.

White marking any place on dog.







“Your entire selection process is aimed at selecting the very best of each
new generation while taking the lesser ones out of the gene pool.

Do not encourage people to show dogs of yours that do not measure up.

A breeding program is better when a few really good dogs represent it in
the gene pool than when it is represented by a wide array of dogs—many of
them mediocre—with all of them in the gene pool.

“Your goal is not how many but how good”!
Patricia Craige’s “Born to Win”
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