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"Bird-Dawg" may have been a singleton puppy, but growing up 
with a litter of Dachshunds taught her one thing fast: she’s the 
boss! At home she’s still the reigning Queen B, and in the show 
ring she’s proving it too. She debuted at 9 months, finished her 
Championship within four months, and wrapped up her Grand 
Championship in two quick weekends. Now she’s just a pawful 
of points away from her Silver! 

The crown-wearing Queen B is leaving the sparkly show ring 
(for now!) and stepping into the action-packed world of 
performance. 2026 is all about new challenges, more zoomies, 
and earning those performance titles. Let the fun begin!

GCHB Von Der Stahl Never-Ending 
Remembrance  

Breeders-Owners  M. Garmer & M. Stall
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Robert Galusha - ARC President
Ingo Muchau - ADRK President
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Officers & Directors Of The American Rottweiler Club 2025–2026 
(updated 7/1/2025) 

President 

Robert Galusha 

29567 Amwood Way 
Temcula, CA 92591-1893 

951-297-1532 

robertgalushaARCbod@gmail.com 
Term ends 6/30/26; not eligible for more term 

Treasurer 

Adam Gray 

603 Hornsbyville, Rd 

Yorktown, VA 

505-417-6446

adamgarcboard@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/27; eligible for 1 more terms 

Director 

Kate Player DVM 

128 Oswego Plains Dr 

Oswego, IL 60543-9533 

630-220-9348 

playerrott@gmail.com 
Term Ends 6/30/26; eligible for 2 more terms 

Vice-President 

Kimmy Cardona 

6940 Sykes Lane 

Polk City, FL 33868-8937 

407-460-0089 
Kimmyarcbod@gmail.com 
Term Ends 6/30/26; eligible for 1 more terms 

Director 

Jody Crim 

9943 Frost Ridge Drive 

Ooltewah, TN 37363 

423-987-9273

jodycrimarc@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/27; eligible for 2 more terms 

Director 

Michelle Tribble 

3601 Whitehill Dr 

Memphis, TN 38135-2356 

901-488-9487

MTribbARCbod@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/25; eligible for 2 more terms 

Secretary 

Ann Glynn 

402 Jasmine Rd 

St Augustine, FL 32086-6438 

408-230-0861 

blackthorna@netscape.net 
Term ends 6/30/27; eligible for 1 more term 

Director 

Randi Garske 

3861 Morning Glory Dr 

Castle Rock, CO 80109-8454 

720-560-2300

rgarskearcbod@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/26; eligible for 2 more terms 

Director 

Jeff Shaver 

1521 Mountain Pine Rd 

Hot Springs, AR 71913-9107 

713-557-0807

jshaver@yahoo.com
Term Ends 6/30/26; eligible for 2 more terms

AKC Delegate 

Peter G Piusz 

339 Co Hwy 106 

Johnstown, NY 12095-3757 

518-883-5806 

ppiusz@nycap.rr.com 
Up for reappointment 2/28 

ARC By-Laws, Standing Rules, Procedures & Forms 

The following will no longer be printed in the ARK. All of this information is available to download at: www.amrottclub.org. 

Hard copies may be obtained by contacting: Marilyn E. Piusz, 339 Co Hwy 106, Johnstown, NY 12095-3757  518-883-5806 

Agreed Upon Procedures - Annual Exam Treasurer’s Books (7/10) 

ARC Constitution & Bylaws (6/10) 

ARC Job Descriptions (4/15) 

ARC General Standing Rules (2/23) 

ARC National Specialty Standing Rules (7/22) 

ARC Regional Specialty Standing Rules (5/22) 

Board Nomination Form (2/19) 

Board Resume Form (11/11) 

Breed Referral List Policy (3/14) 

Canine Ambassador Program (CAP) (2/16) 

Carting Rules (8/22 - Scoresheet updated 8/22) 

Education Grant Procedure (2/09) 

Education Grant Application (DUE 7/1/18) 

Jenifer Lind Kelley Memorial Triathlon Program (2/16) 

Judges Education Program (10/16) 

Judges Education Mentor/Presenter Application (10/16) 

Judges Education Mentor & Presenter Policies (6/14 & 10/16) 

Junior Carting Title Certification Form (4/08) 

Junior Showmanship Program (3/15) 

Junior Questionnaire (3/06) 

Junior Scholarship Application 

Longevity Program & Application (4/11) 

Mandatory Practices (10/19) 

Membership Application (2/17) 

National Specialty Application (3/11) 

Production Awards List (12/14) 

Production Awards Requirements (5/16) 

Regional Specialty Application (1/11) 

Rottweiler Breeder Education Committee (2/08) 

Sieger Show Procedure (2/23) 

Sweepstakes Judge Applications (2/17) 

Sweepstakes Judges Guidelines (8/10) 

Sweepstakes Judges List (7/17) 

Top 10 Awards Effective 1-1-16 

Top 20 Judges Selection Procedure (9/14) 

Top 20 Judging Procedure (12/14) 

Top 20 Score Sheet (1/11) 

Top Dog Evening Procedure (1/13) 

V & VX List (12/15) 

V & VX Requirements (10/16) Rev.  3/20/23 
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COMMITTEES OF THE AMERICAN ROTTWEILER CLUB 

Updated 08/15/25 

AKC Breed Referral Coordinator

Teresa Bradley  (K. Cardona) 

AKC Gazette Columnist Coordinator 

Jill Kessler-Miller  (M. Tribble) 

310-573-9615   jillymillygsrc@gmail.com

AKC Junior Coordinator 

Sarah Janner      (R. Galusha) 

203-232-5800    isengard3@aol.com 

AKC Legislative Liaison 

Jeff Shaver      (J. Shaver) 

713-557-0807  jshaver522@yahoo.com 

AKC Suspensions 

Jill Kessler-Miller   (R. Garske) 

310-573-8615   jillymillygsrc@gmail.com

ARC Breed Standard Evaluation 

Robert Galusha (C)   (R. Galusha) 
Robert Evans 

Susi Metzner 

Jeff Shaver 

951-297-1532   robertgalusha@hotmail.com 

Breeder Education 

Tim Peterson (C)  (K. Cardona) 
Sarah Janner 

Lew Olson 
Davian Mitchell 

612-396-3466   wynstonekennels@gmail.com 

ARC Club Liaison 

Roberta Martin  (A. Glynn) 

530-591-3111  romarot@gmail.com 

ARC Database 

Lin Beenen      (R. Galusha) 

616-318-0000  dbeenen@yahoo.com 

ARC Polices, Procedures, & Standing Rules 

Nancy Stafford  (R. Galusha) 

505-235-3702  biavastafford@comcast.net

ARC Public Relations 

Jeff Shaver       (K. Cardona) 

713-557-0807  jshaver522@yahoo.com 

ARC Sieger Show  

Robert Galusha (C)  (R. Galusha) 
Susi Metzner (AC) 
Kimberly Cardona 

Ann Glynn 

Jill Kessler-Miller 

951-297-1532   robertgalusha@hotmail.com

ARC Social Media 

Robert Galusha (C)  (R. Galusha) 

Randi Garske 

Darci Proctor 

951-297-1532      robertgalusha@hotmail.com

Archivist 

James Harwood      (R. Galusha) 

202-550-1866    jharwood@aol.com 

ARK Newsletter 

Michele Misurelli Gillis (E)   (R. Galusha) 

Robert Galusha 

954-237-9825  SouthDixieChis@att.net 

Canine Ambassador Program (CAP) 

Dr. Tommy Caisango  (K. Cardona) 

321-752-4614  drtom13@aol.com 

Carting 

Randi Garske (C)                      (R. Garske) 
Teresa Bradley 

Dede Brownstein 

Tonya Williamson 

720-560-2300       arccarting@amrottclub.org 

Grievance 

Ann Glynn, ARC Secretary 

408-230-0861    blackthorna@netscape.net

Jenifer Lind Kelley Memorial Trophy 

Rose Lehn  (J Crim) 

205-356-5277  roselehn@msn.com 

Judges Education 

Tim Peterson (C)  (R.Galusha) 
Pam Boles 

Kimberly Cardona 

Nancy Griego 
Sarah Janner 

Donna Rice 

Becky Sumner 
612-396-3466  wynstonekennels@gmail.com 

Junior Showmanship & Scholarship Program 

Jr. Scholarship                        (R. Garske) 

Tonya Williamson 

404-247-0697      darkwaters2@gmail.com 

Jr. Showmanship  (R. Garske) 

Tonya Williamson 

404-247-0697 darkwaters2@gmail.com

Longevity 

Kelly Easter (C)  (M. Tribble) 
717-569-4074     IndianaRottweiler@yahoo.com 

Meet The Breed 

Britney Mazzer (C)   (A. Gray) 
Alexandra Gebhardt 
Carol Schmidt 

Tonya Williamson 

Donna Worthington 

970-302-5988  konaspetservice@hotmail.com

Membership:  (R. Galusha) 

New 
Margaret Sledge    arcnewmembership@yahoo.com 

Renewals 

Lin Beenen 

616-318-0000  arcmembership@yahoo.com 

National Specialty Planning  (R.Galusha) 
Robert Galusha 

Randi Garske 

Ann Glynn 

951-297-1532      robertgalusha@hotmail.com

National Specialty Coordinator 

Roberta Martin (A. Glynn) 

530-591-3111  romarot@gmail.com 

Regional Specialty Coordinator 

Jim Runck (A. Glynn) 

612-670-9078  quickfirerotts@aol.com 

Sweepstakes Judges 

Jeff Shaver       (J. Shaver) 

713-557-0807  jshaver522@yahoo.com 

National Specialty Auction Coordinator 

Roberta Martin       (J Crim) 

530-591-3111            romarot@gmail.com 

National Specialty Fund Raising 

Open       (A. Gray) 

National Specialty Volunteer Committee 

Charlene Olin  (R. Galusha) 

916-370-1725 charleneolin@sbcglobal.net

OFA Liaison

Randi Garske                   (R. Garske) 

303-663-6382             randigb@comcast.com 

Patricia DeMarzo Memorial Tracking 

Fund Investment Advisory Committee 

Nancy Stafford (C)   Adam Gray  
Ann Glynn 

Jeff Shaver 

505-235-3702  biavastafford@comcast.net

Pet Therapy 

Kelly Skiptunas (C)                    (A. Gray) 

Denise Null 

Renice Zimmerman 

717-940-7259         ks4rotts@dejazzd.com 

Production Awards 

Marilyn Piusz       (J. Shaver) 

518-883-5806  mpiusz@nycap.rr.com 

Rottweiler Health 

Open (C)      (M. Tribble) 

Sarah Janner 

Kate Player 

Top Dog Evening 

Laura Wright-Smith (C)  (A. Glynn) 

Katie Maess 

970-379-7571  brooklyns12@hotmail.com

Top Dogs/Juniors Statistics: (R. Galusha) 

Top Twenty 

Tonya Williamson (C)  (A. Glynn) 

Charlene Olin (Co-C) 

Sarah Janner 
Erin Foreman 

Lauren Greene 

Katie Maess 
513-459-9613     arctopdog20@gmail.com 

Trophy Inventory 

Tina Walters  (M. Tribble) 

864-325-3877     gmansrotties@gmail.com

Versatility (V and VX) Awards 

Teresa Bradley (C)   (R. Galusha) 
Cydney Charlier 

Diana Lane 

Marilyn Piusz 
Laura Wright-Smith 

360-687-7778   neurodesrotts@yahoo.com 

Ways & Means/ Publications  (A. Glynn) 

Contact: 

Diane Ciminero 
775-747-5981 

dcimi92142@aol.com 

Mailings: 
Thora Thibaut  775-867-2842 

WEB Site http://www.amrottclub.org 

Alex Gebhardt  (A. Gray) 

908-288-7733  talosniles@gmail.com 

Rottweiler Health Foundation (RHF) 

www.rottweilerhealth.org 

Jeff Shaver 

713-557-0807  jshaver552@yahoo.com 
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COMMITTEES OF THE AMERICAN ROTTWEILER CLUB 

Updated 08/15/25 

Rottweiler Rescue Foundation (RRF) 

www.rottweilerrescuefoundation.org 

Chip Chaney 

317-280-1235  ejchaneyjr@aol.com 

AKC Agility Advisory Representative 

Debbie Hayes     (J Crim) 

403-668-8530  habfan2@maplemor.net 

AKC Herding Advisory Representative 

Ann Glynn (A. Glynn) 

408-230-0861    blackthorna@netscape.net

AKC Obedience & Rally Advisory Representative 

Catherine M. Thompson      (J Crim) 

740-636-0272    tommyrott@ameritech.net

Education Grants 

Shantel McCook    (A. Gray) 

801-573-2775    hoochieman2@gmail.com

Legislative Committee 

OPEN   (K. Cardona) 

MEMBERS WHO COMPILE 

STATISTICS: 

Agility (Jumpers With Weaves) 

Eileen M. Kosakowski 

281-330-8235    arcticaussies@yahoo.com

Agility (Standard) 

Gretchen Caldwell 

 Gretchencaldwell429@gmail.com 

Carting 

Dr. Tommy Caisango 

321-752-4614      drtom13@aol.com 

Conformation 

Lisa A. Kramer 

Janet Fletcher 

913-485-5921    suburbanpetcare00@gmail.com

MEMBERS WHO COMPILE 

STATISTICS: 

Herding 

Marilyn Piusz 

518-883-5806  mpiusz@nycap.rr.com 

Juniors 

Lu O. Castro 

440-729-6319  lcrotacd@sbcglobal.net 

Obedience 

Francis Keays 

208-922-9982  fbkeays@gmail.com 

Rally 

Susie Abel 

510-914-6232     blondie_13@comcast.net
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ARC Local & Area Rottweiler Clubs
Please send changes to Roberta Martin, ARC Club Liaison, romarot@gmail.com 

 ALASKA 

The Rottweiler Club of Alaska 
www.rottweilerclubofalaska.org 

Rottweiler Club of Alaska 
Cheri Hagen                   907-355-6380

stoneridgeak@gmail.com 

ARIZONA 

Grand Canyon State  
Rottweiler Club   
www.gcsrc.org  

Grand Canyon State Rottweiler Club 
Laura Wright-Smith     970-379-7571 

Brooklyns12@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Associated Rottweiler Fanciers of 
Northern California  

www.arfnc.com 
Associated Rottweiler Fanciers of 

Northern California 
Lorelei Dewe  info@arfnc.com 

Golden State Rottweiler Club 
Golden State Rottweiler Club 

Brigitte Ortega             818-900-8048
chaidanud@yahoo.com 

Southwestern Rottweiler Club   
of San Diego 

www.southwesternrottweilerclub.com 
Southwestern Rottweiler Club   

of San Diego 
Katie McCasey         619-445-8309 

kmccasey@sbcglobal.net 

Western Rottweiler Owners 
www.wro-rotts.org 

Western Rottweiler Owners 
Jennifer Scotten      209-629-9779 

love4rotts@gmail.com 

COLORADO 

Mile High Rottweiler Club 
of Greater Denver 

www.milehighrotties.org 
Mile High Rottweiler Club of  

Greater Denver 
Randi Garske             720-560-2300

randigb@comcast.net 

 FLORIDA 
Gulfstream Rottweiler Club of 

Greater Miami 
www.gulfstreamrottweilerclub.org 

Yolanda Ramirez         954-309-0115
ygrotts@aol.com 

GEORGIA 

Dogwood Rottweiler Club 
of Metro Atlanta 

www.dogwoodrottweilerclub.com 
DRCMA 

Gordon Turner              770-887-9195
04gordonturner@windstream.net 

HAWAII 

Aloha State Rottweiler Club 
www.hawaiirottweilerclub.org 

Aloha State Rottweiler Club 
Douglas Adachi           808-388-4404

douglas@adachiinc.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicagoland Rottweiler Club 
Eleanor Harris               708-333-5922

Twinstown2@gmail.com 

Medallion Rottweiler Club 
www.mrcrottweiler.org 
Medallion Rottweiler Club 

Cindy Childers             708-873-9877
cindyfive0@aol.com 

INDIANA 

Hoosier Rottweiler Club 
Hoosier Rottweiler Club 

Mary Statzer    317-432-0006 
mjsbelle@aol.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

New England Rottweiler Fanciers 
www.newenglandrottweilerfanciers.org 

New England Rottweiler Fanciers 
Cheryl Fennelly             781-771-7844 

diadogs@rcn.com 

MINNESOTA 

Northstar Rottweiler Club 
www.northstarrottweilercluborg 

Northstar Rottweiler Club 
Rachel Meehan             763-300-7383

meehan.rachel@gmail.com 

NEVADA 

Sierra Rottweiler Owners 
Sierra Rottweiler Owners 

Roberta Martin             530-591-3111
romarot@gmail.com 

NEW JERSEY 

Colonial Rottweiler Club 
www.colonialrottweilerclub.org 

Colonial Rottweiler Club 
Sarah Janner             203-232-5800

isengard3@aol.com 

NEW MEXICO 

The Rottweiler Club of New Mexico 
www.rottweilerclubnm.org 

Rottweiler Club of New Mexico 
Debra Tabor               505-917-6421 

secretary@rottweilerclubnm.org 

NEW YORK 

Greater New York Rottweiler Club 
Tony DiCicco             516-591-6392 

tonyshoes@aol.com 

OHIO 

Greater Cincinnati Rottweiler Club 
Greater Cincinnati Rottweiler Club 

Carolyn Zembrodt        859-426-0296 
rottsafun@yajoo.com 

Western Buckeye Rottweiler Club  
Kathy Yontz            937-631-0692 

kathy@rockrunkennels.com 

OREGON 

Pacific Coast Rottweiler 
Performance Club 

Stacey Wetzel                 360-978-5750
fswetzel@tds.net 

TEXAS 

Texican Rottweiler Club 
Texican Rottweiler Club 

Elsa V Moncivais-Whitton 
210-861-5433

K9CoastalSports@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON  

Evergreen Rottweiler Club 
Monica Dotterweich    507-403-1047  

MADotterweich@gmail.com 

FOREIGN  

Rottweiler Club of Canada  
www.rottclubca 

Allgemeiner Deutscher Rottweiler  
Klub e.V. www.adrk.de 

 FACEBOOK page is indicated by 
underline/italic
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Dear Membership, 

This letter is to inform you of new membership applications and share a few brief updates. 

Best regards, 

Robert Galusha 
President, American Rottweiler Club 
robertgalushaARCBOD@gmail.com 

New Membership Applications: 
Miguel Anez 

Vendol Black 

Thomas Forman 

Nigel Hambrick 

Lauren Jones 

Ron McClain 

Stephanie McClain 

Alison  Ouellette 

Rebekah Lewis Rhonda Pratt 

Angela Craddock 

Samantha Christman

Lisa Duntley Laura Loding Beth  Prince 

Rick Fleming 

Tamara Sergent 

Dahl Tritt 

Karen Tritt 

Scott Yonan 

"Any comments on the following proposed members should be submitted in writing to: Margaret Sledge, New 
Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 3122, Greenville, South Carolina, 29602, email: arcnewmembership@yahoo.com All 
comments must be received no later than 45 days from the publication (mailing) date. All comments are confidential 

Welcome new members: Amy Davidson, Michaela Davidson, Mark  Elvington, Kim Green, Rob Green, Dana Skorupski, La 
Juana O'Connor, Shannon O'Connor, Adam Ondracek, Jackie Ondracek, Roger O'Sullivan, Jamie Underwood, Joel Wilson, 
and Miriam Wilson. 
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News/Updates 
 Nominating Committee for 2026 Officer Election: Sarah Janner (Chair) Isengard3@aol.com, Erin Piercy-Foreman, and

Karen Bang. Alternates: Teresa Bradley (first), Caitlin Noblin (second).  Reach out to Sarah Janner with interest
and/or considerations.

 All members who have not paid their dues on or before September 29th shall be charged a $20.00 Reactivation Fee.
Membership renewals will not be accepted after 12am PST on December 31.  Per the Bylaws, no renewals shall be
accepted after December 31st and after that date all benefits of being a member shall be terminated. Any member
whose dues are unpaid as of that date shall have to reapply for membership.

 The American Rottweiler Club is currently reviewing its Bylaws to propose an amendment for membership approval.
The proposed update seeks to incorporate language that explicitly permits the use of electronic communication for
official Club purposes, including balloting, voting, and other formal communications. This change aligns with the
provisions of New Jersey Title 15A governing Non-Profit Corporations and is intended to supplement, not replace,
existing rules. If approved, electronic communication would be recognized as an authorized method for conducting
official Club business.

 To ensure bylaw requirements are met within budgetary constraints, the Q3 ARK Newsletter will be combined with
the Q4 edition. We appreciate your understanding as we make these adjustments.

 Members who have paid for First Class Mailing or paid for advertising will continue to receive printed copies of future
ARK Newsletter issues. However, we will be temporarily suspending the free bulk-mailed editions. The ARK will still
be produced digitally and published on the ARC website for all members. A public-facing version will also be
available for all individuals visiting the site.

2026 ARC National Specialty: Volunteer & Event Chair 

2026 ARC National Specialty, scheduled for June 8–14, 2026 at Purina Farms in Gray Summit, 
Missouri. 

We are currently seeking volunteers and event Chairs for the activities below. If you’re interested in 
contributing, please contact the ARC National Planning Committee. 

Important Financial Notice 

Due to the current financial situation of the American Rottweiler Club, the future of ARC National Events 
depends entirely on the success of the 2026 National. If the events listed below cannot be budgeted to at 
least break even, they will be cancelled. Unfortunately, there is no alternative. 

That said, if volunteers step forward with a genuine intent to help make these events happen, the Planning 
Committee will work closely with them to develop workable budgets and explore every option to keep 
them viable (donations, sponsors, etc.) 

Deadline: December 31, 2025 

If by the end of 2025 these events are not adequately staffed and financially planned, they will be removed 
from the schedule. 

Your time and support are critical. Let’s work together to ensure the 2026 ARC National Specialty not only 
occurs, but is successful. 

Event Chairs and volunteers need to budget: 

 Carting  Obedience  Barn Hunt  FastCAT
 Tracking  Rally  Dock Diving  Nat/Reg Conformation (chaired by Robert Galusha)
 Herding  Scent Work  Agility  Sieger (Chaired by Robert Galusha)

ARC National Planning Committee: Roberta Martin (romarot@gmail.com), Robert Galusha 
(robertgalushaARCBOD@gmail.com), Randi Garske (rgarskearcbod@gmail.com), Ann Glynn 
(blackthorna@netscape.net), & Adam Gray (Adamgarcboard@gmail.com). 
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How to Correctly Approach and Examine the Rottweiler 

This is a dog that normally is very alert and responsive to his surrounding and the 
people in it. Your attitude and stance are important to the dog’s acceptance of you a 
stranger, invading his area. Approach him in a deliberate, confident and friendly 
manner. When first approaching, (slightly at an angle, from the front) to assess head 
type and expression, do not at the dog, directly in the eyes, as this can be perceived as 
a challenge to the dog. You can assess ear set, eyes, head proportions without 
staring. Ask the handler to show the dentition (with understanding that there are 42 
teeth, and one missing is a serious fault, and two missing is a disqualification). 
Examine the body, testicles and tail (if natural) with gentle firm hands. It takes very 
little “hands on” examination to judge a Rottweiler. Rottweiler do not require a heavy 
touch and may resent it. Structure and movement is easily determined by moving 
them. 
Not all Rottweilers enjoy being examined by a stranger, but all Rottweilers can be 
trained to do so. Just in case you meet that one in a thousand that is not, approach 
from the front, but slightly at angle, shoulder down, at ease yet confident. This is the 
submissive position, which have learned from temperament testing. You are no 
threat. Stand at the side of the dog when checking the teeth and body. Go over the dog 
quickly and smoothly, checking for the undercoat and the texture of the outer coat, 
testicles and tail. Colder climates can produce thicker coats, this is normal. 

DOs and DON’Ts of Approaching, Examining and Handling 
Rottweilers in the Ring 

Do remember to give each entry the same consideration and ring pattern. 

DO realize that large entries mean more novice handlers. Your understanding can 
make the novice handler want to become the pro of the future. 

DO have the large classes lined-up in catalog order for your ease in checking the 
number in your judge’s book, for the ring stewards, exhibitors, and spectators ease in 
keeping track of the entries, to say nothing of the videographers and photographers. 

DO, when possible, split large classes and excuse the group being judged from the 
ring. A ring full of Rottweilers gating next to a ring of waiting Rottweilers can cause 
some unwanted disruptions of the judging process. 

Do as the handlers, when gaiting the dogs to keep their space, not run-up on the dog in 
front of them, and always gait the dog at a moderate speed and under control. It is 
your ring; it is NOT the “INDY 500!” Do respect the character of the breed when you go 
to approach and examine the individual dog. Not all Rottweilers enjoyed being 
examined by a stranger, but all Rottweilers can be trained to do so. Just in case you 
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meet that one in a thousand that is not, approach from the front, but slightly at an 
angle, shoulder down, at ease, yet confident. This is the submissive position, which 
we have learned from temperament testing. You are no threat. Stand at the side of the 
dog when checking the teeth and body. Go over the dog quickly and smoothly, 
checking for the undercoat and texture of the outer coat, testicles and the tail, if 
natural. Remember that the undercoat is greatly affected by the climate. 

Do keep your hand(s) on the dog while examining and avoid the temptation to reach 
back to touch the dog once you have completed your exam, once you have removed 
your hands. 

Do ask the handler to show the bite and dentition. If the handler is having trouble, you 
have the option of asking to see the gait which may settle the dog down so you can 
proceed with the individual examination alleviating the necessity of having to excuse 
a dog that could not be examined on that day. 

DON’T be a “hero”. If youfeel the dog cannot on this day be examined safely, excuse 
him. If the dog is causing a continual disruption in your ring affecting the other entries, 
excuse him. 

DON’T over examine a Rottweiler. You can see most of what you need to know 
especially when moving the dog.  

DON’T grab the head, massage the dog, pinch the thighs, bend over the dog, pull legs 
out from behind, do NOT kneel in front of the dog or stare at him in the eyes. 

DON’T reposition or restack the dog for the handler. The dog may tolerate his own 
handler, but not a stranger. 

DON’T judge Rottweilers until you feel completely comfortable with the breed. 
Rottweilers can sense when a person is nervous, and it may put them on guard. Set up 
a visit or with the mentors listed on the ARC website and get your hands on their dogs. 
They can demonstrate how to handle them with confidence. 

And finally, DO remember that the exhibitor, by asking for your opinion on his dog, has 
given you the greatest compliment you can have in the dog world. This is your ring, 
your domain, but also your responsibility. The “buck stops” with you, the judge. 
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UPCOMING 2026 ROTTWEILER SPECIALTIES
1/17/2026 – Pacific Coast Rottweiler Performance Club – Region I Concurrent Specialty. Portland OR.  Thom Woodward 
neurodesrotts@yahoo.com
1/30/2026 – Grand Canyon State Rottweiler Club to host Region III Concurrent Specialty – Phoenix, AZ.  Kathy Touvell 
k2Vell@gmail.com

2/21/2026 – Southwestern Rottweiler Club Independent Specialty – Delmar, CA.  Katie McCasey  kmccasey@sbcglobal.net

3/27/2026 – Greater Cincinatti Rottweiler Club Independent Specialty – Wilmington, OH.  6/9/2026 – Katie Maess 
ktm@embarqmail.com
6/9/2026 - American Rottweiler Club to host a Region VII Concurrent ARC Regional – Gray Summit, MO.  Robert Galusha 

robertgalushaARCBOD@gmail.com

7/8, 7/10, 7/12 – Dogwood Rottweiler Club Regional Specialty – Concord, NC.  Paul Walters pntwalters@gmail.com 

7/11/2026 - Concurrent Region IV ARC Specialty – Concord, NC.  Bob Busby didiok9@aol.com

UPCOMING ARC BSE (Breed Standard Evaluation)

1/30/2026 – Grand Canyon State Rottweiler Club ARC BSE – Phoenix, AZ. Kathy Touvell k2vell@gmail.com.  Evaluator: Robert Galusha
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ARC Members Pat Rennick & Dawn Palmisano
no obituary or further information available regarding the passing of these members.



From Trial-and-Error to 
Targeted Care 
June 17, 2025 

New research aims to predict drug resistance in dogs with epilepsy, bringing 

personalized treatment within reach. 

When a dog is diagnosed with idiopathic epilepsy, or epilepsy with no identifiable cause such as 

a tumor or brain injury, veterinarians are often left without clear guidance on which medication 

will be most effective for that dog. 

“We don’t know what drug is best to control the epilepsy of a specific patient,” explains Dr. 

Thomas Parmentier, a veterinary neurologist and researcher at the Université de Montréal. 

“That means treatment typically begins with a process of trial and error to find the right drug, or 

drug combination, for each individual dog.” 

Idiopathic epilepsy is the most common neurologic disorder in dogs, affecting millions 

worldwide. Yet despite its prevalence, the condition remains poorly understood, and current 

treatment options can be frustrating and unpredictable. 

Because seizures are episodic and vary in frequency and severity, diagnosis and monitoring 

often rely on an owner’s ability to observe and document episodes, which is not always possible 

for busy families. This can lead to gaps in clinical understanding and delay finding an effective 

treatment. 
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The standard approach typically involves prescribing anti-epileptic drugs (AEDs), which can be 

effective but often come with side effects like sedation, poor coordination, increased appetite, or 

excessive thirst. For about one-third of dogs, long-term seizure control requires multiple 

medications given daily for life. Another third develop drug-resistant epilepsy, where seizures 

continue despite treatment with at least two appropriate AEDs. 

For these dogs and their families, the challenges are immense financially, emotionally, and in 

terms of quality of life. 

“The more medication we use, the greater the burden is in regard to side effects for the patient, 

stress for the owner, and often limited improvement,” says Dr. Parmentier. 

“The more medication we use, the greater the burden is in regard to side effects for the patient, 

stress for the owner, and often limited improvement,” says Dr. Parmentier. 

That’s why Dr. Parmentier and his team are working to shift the paradigm. With support from the 

AKC Canine Health Foundation, they are investigating clinical features and biomarkers, 

biological signals in the blood and brain, that could predict whether a dog is likely to develop 

drug resistance at the time of diagnosis. 

Using advanced tools like electroencephalography (EEG) to analyze brain wave patterns and 

blood-based biomarker testing, the team hopes to identify a predictive profile that will help 

veterinarians tailor treatment strategies from day one to suit the unique needs of each dog. 

“If we can know at the onset which dogs are likely to become drug-resistant,” Dr. Parmentier 

explains, “we can intervene earlier, more effectively, and with greater precision, improving 

outcomes for dogs and reducing the hardship on their families.” 

It’s a vision of personalized medicine in veterinary care: better diagnostics, smarter treatment 

choices, faster relief, and a better future for dogs living with epilepsy. 
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Q4 202 5 Applications

"Any comments on the following proposed members should be submitted in writing to: Margaret Sledge, 
New Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 3122, Greenville, South Carolina, 29602, email: 
arcnewmembership@yahoo.com All comments must be received no later than 45 days from the publication 
(mailing) date. All comments are confidential 

Danielle Bretcher Madison Algren 

Brandie McFarland 

Zachary Algren 

William McFarland 



Chewing

W hy do people get so fervent and upset about a

puppy's chewing? Yes, they're going to chew 
inappropriate items (usually whatever is in front of 
them); yes, they want what-ever you wore last ( shoes, 
under garments); yes, they're teething. Teething 
usually starts a few weeks before the 16-week age 
mark, where­upon the baby teeth start falling out. 
Long before that, the adult teeth are under­neath, 
moving up to bud in the jaw. Not unlike babies, 
puppies explore their environment via their mouths. 
This is normal.  

By 6 months of age, the adult teeth are in, and the 
intensive chewing usually starts to slow down. Albeit 
there are some dogs who are heavy chewers for years 
to come, but normally by adulthood they are discre­
tionary to their toys and chews. 

I have two pairs of old slippers. My puppy loves them-
grabs them, gums them, tosses them about. And it 
dawned on me: Who cares? They are not pre­cious 
collectible items (in which case they would be put up 
and away), they are not Gucci shoes or a Louis Vuitton 
handbag (because who gets to have those items and 
dogs?). 

 the puppy chews what is available to him-toys, chews, 
more toys, and my slippers. They smell like me, 
they're soft and fuzzy, and when he's done teething or 
they're destroyed-whichever comes first-they'll go into 
the trash, and I'll get new ones. He has fun, I get new
slippers down the line; it's a win-win. 

Isn't it easier and kinder to have a long vision of the 
relationship with a dog? Instead of yelling, berating, or 
physically correcting a puppy, just let it go? This too 
shall pass. Slippers wear out, we get new ones. 
Sneakers and socks too. Is it worth possibly ruining 
a dog's trust as their care­taker? 

I hope this puppy will be my next competition dog. I 
want him to feel I'm fair, even tempered, and trust­
worthy. Only by managing his environment and train­
ing him with consistency and positive reinforcement 
will I make that happen. It's up to me. If it costs a pair 
of slippers, it's worth it. 

GAZETTE
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SEE WHY CHAMPIONS 
CHOOSE PURINA® PRO PLAN®.

proplansport.com
EXCLUSIVELY AT PET SPECIALTY AND ONLINE RETAILERS

SUPPORTS
IMMUNE SYSTEM
DURING TRAVEL
& COMPETITION

HELPS KEEP
SKIN & COAT

IN EXCELLENT
CONDITION

HELPS OPTIMIZE
OXYGEN METABOLISM

FOR INCREASED
STAMINA

*Dog News Magazine Top 100 Dogs based on AKC All-Breed Competition and RBIS through 12/31/20. 
The handlers or owners of these champions may have received Pro Plan dog food as Purina ambassadors. Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A.

SHOW DOGS

OF THE TOP

ONLY ONE
BRAND FUELS
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