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AKC Public Education: 

(919) 816-3712

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Ste. 100, Raleigh, NC 27617

publiced@akc.org

www.akc.org

Remember when you first started showing dogs?  Chances are you 
had a mentor who made an invaluable contribution to the success 
you enjoy today. 

Why not pass that knowledge on to an interested new exhibitor?

While breeders have traditionally played an important role in 
mentoring their local puppy buyers, many of today’s breeders work 
full-time jobs or live a long distance from their puppy buyers. 

The AKC’s New Exhibitor Mentoring program, developed in 
conjuction with the Dog Show Superintendents Association, helps 
connect experienced breeders and fanciers with interested new 
exhibitors. 

Mentors can help guide newcomers through the rules and traditions of dog shows, assess a dog’s potential, 
and provide one-on-one training, advice, and assistance in everything from grooming, to health care, 
handling, and even the purchase or eventual breeding of a 
dog. Many mentor-mentee relationships develop into lifelong 
friendships! 

Ensure the future of our sport...
become an AKC New 
Exhibitor Mentor!

Mentors are experienced breeders and fanciers who care 

deeply about their breed and the show events in which 

their dogs participate. They are volunteers who belong 

to AKC-affiliated clubs and give back to the dog-show 

community by sharing their extensive and valuable 

knowledge with newcomers. For more information 

about becoming a mentor, visit http://www.akc.org/

public_education/mentor.cfm or contact the AKC Public 

Education department.
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Zoltar
We are very excited to announce ZIONS son," ZOLTAR." 
He has already in no time earned his championship and is 
flying through the ribbons with his professional handlers.

We are so proud of all of ZION'S Kids and looking forward 
to watching them grow and be the future.
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Robert Galusha 
President, American Rottweiler Club 
robertgalushaARCBOD@gmail.com 

D 

 from the president

 To the members of the American Rottweiler Club,

 This will be the final President’s Message as my term 
comes to a close. It has been a true honor to serve the 
American Rottweiler Club, and I am deeply grateful for 
the trust, support, and dedication each of you has 
shown during this time.

Effective July 1, 2026, Tonya Williamson will assume 
the role of President. I have full confidence in Tonya’s 
leadership and vision for the club. Please also join me 
in welcoming Peter Hawes to the Board, where he will 
be stepping into the role currently held by Kate Player 
(Director).

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to our 
continuing Board members: Kimberly Cardona (Vice 
President), Randi Garske (Director), and Jeff Shaver 
(Director), for their ongoing commitment and service. 
Thank you all for volunteering your time and expertise 
to support the club.

While my term as President is ending, my involvement 
with the American Rottweiler Club certainly is not. I 
remain committed to the future of the club, with many 
goals still ahead, and I will continue to be actively 
involved, especially in supporting our National 
Specialty.

Thank you again for the privilege of serving you. I look 
forward to continuing our shared work and passion for 
the breed. 
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American Rottweiler Club 
29567 Amwood Way Temecula, CA 92591 

robertgalushaARCBOD@gmail.com 

951-297-1532

4/6/2026 

To the ARC Membership: 
ARC Bylaws Article IV - The Club Year, Voting, Nominations, Elections. 

ARTICLE IV. The Club Year, Voting, Nominations, Elections. 

SECTION 1. Club Year. The club’s fiscal and official year shall begin on the 1st day of July and 
end on the 30th day of June. The elected Officers and Directors shall take office on the 1st day of 
the fiscal year and each retiring Officer shall turn over to his successor in office all properties and 
records relating to that office no later than the 1st day of August. 

Section 5 Nominations and Ballots. 
Subsection (c) If no valid additional nominations are received by the Secretary by April 1st, the 
nominating committee’s slate shall be declared elected on June 1st, and no balloting will be 
required. 

None were received.  The nominated slate is declared elected June 1, 2026 and shall begin 
office on the 1st day  of July, 2026. 

President: Tonya Williamson (FL) 
Vice President: Kimberly Cardona (FL) 
Director: Jeff Shaver (AR) 
Director: Randi Garske (CO) 
Director: Peter Hawes (CA) 

Congratulations! 

Robert Galusha 

President, American Rottweiler Club 
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Puppies!
The Whelping Box

Whelping Box Listings $10 

If Both Parents Have Working Titles 
the Listing is Free

No Additional Charge for Photos

Contact Michele for More Details 
SouthDixieChis@att.net

Puppies Whelped May 18th ~  Go home Mid July

Sire:  MARCO
MRBIS MWDBIS MBISS MBOSS ARC SEL CRC SEL MRC SEL V2 GCH GOLD Marlo's BR 
Don Juan De Marco ATT #1 Rottweiler All Systems 2024 Westminister Best of Breed 
Winner 2024 OFA CHIC# 180758 

Dam:  LUNA
UKC BIS UKC CH AKC GCH Trilogy's Red Moon Totality V Kindle TKN
OFA CHIC # 184626

TRILOGY ROTTWEILERS ~ Lauren Warshaw
Warshawlauren@aol.com ~ 480-433-5489 Text
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Officers & Directors Of The American Rottweiler Club 2025–2026 
(updated 7/1/2025) 

President 

Robert Galusha 

29567 Amwood Way 
Temcula, CA 92591-1893 

951-297-1532 

robertgalushaARCbod@gmail.com 
Term ends 6/30/26; not eligible for more term 

Treasurer 

Adam Gray 

603 Hornsbyville, Rd 

Yorktown, VA 

505-417-6446

adamgarcboard@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/27; eligible for 1 more terms 

Director 

Kate Player DVM 

128 Oswego Plains Dr 

Oswego, IL 60543-9533 

630-220-9348 

playerrott@gmail.com 
Term Ends 6/30/26; eligible for 2 more terms 

Vice-President 

Kimmy Cardona 

6940 Sykes Lane 

Polk City, FL 33868-8937 

407-460-0089 
Kimmyarcbod@gmail.com 
Term Ends 6/30/26; eligible for 1 more terms 

Director 

Jody Crim 

9943 Frost Ridge Drive 

Ooltewah, TN 37363 

423-987-9273

jodycrimarc@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/27; eligible for 2 more terms 

Director 

Michelle Tribble 

3601 Whitehill Dr 

Memphis, TN 38135-2356 

901-488-9487

MTribbARCbod@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/25; eligible for 2 more terms 

Secretary 

Ann Glynn 

402 Jasmine Rd 

St Augustine, FL 32086-6438 

408-230-0861 

blackthorna@netscape.net 
Term ends 6/30/27; eligible for 1 more term 

Director 

Randi Garske 

3861 Morning Glory Dr 

Castle Rock, CO 80109-8454 

720-560-2300

rgarskearcbod@gmail.com
Term ends 6/30/26; eligible for 2 more terms 

Director 

Jeff Shaver 

1521 Mountain Pine Rd 

Hot Springs, AR 71913-9107 

713-557-0807

jshaver@yahoo.com
Term Ends 6/30/26; eligible for 2 more terms

AKC Delegate 

Peter G Piusz 

339 Co Hwy 106 

Johnstown, NY 12095-3757 

518-883-5806 

ppiusz@nycap.rr.com 
Up for reappointment 2/28 

ARC By-Laws, Standing Rules, Procedures & Forms 

The following will no longer be printed in the ARK. All of this information is available to download at: www.amrottclub.org. 

Hard copies may be obtained by contacting: Marilyn E. Piusz, 339 Co Hwy 106, Johnstown, NY 12095-3757  518-883-5806 

Agreed Upon Procedures - Annual Exam Treasurer’s Books (7/10) 

ARC Constitution & Bylaws (6/10) 

ARC Job Descriptions (4/15) 

ARC General Standing Rules (2/23) 

ARC National Specialty Standing Rules (7/22) 

ARC Regional Specialty Standing Rules (5/22) 

Board Nomination Form (2/19) 

Board Resume Form (11/11) 

Breed Referral List Policy (3/14) 

Canine Ambassador Program (CAP) (2/16) 

Carting Rules (8/22 - Scoresheet updated 8/22) 

Education Grant Procedure (2/09) 

Education Grant Application (DUE 7/1/18) 

Jenifer Lind Kelley Memorial Triathlon Program (2/16) 

Judges Education Program (10/16) 

Judges Education Mentor/Presenter Application (10/16) 

Judges Education Mentor & Presenter Policies (6/14 & 10/16) 

Junior Carting Title Certification Form (4/08) 

Junior Showmanship Program (3/15) 

Junior Questionnaire (3/06) 

Junior Scholarship Application 

Longevity Program & Application (4/11) 

Mandatory Practices (10/19) 

Membership Application (2/17) 

National Specialty Application (3/11) 

Production Awards List (12/14) 

Production Awards Requirements (5/16) 

Regional Specialty Application (1/11) 

Rottweiler Breeder Education Committee (2/08) 

Sieger Show Procedure (2/23) 

Sweepstakes Judge Applications (2/17) 

Sweepstakes Judges Guidelines (8/10) 

Sweepstakes Judges List (7/17) 

Top 10 Awards Effective 1-1-16 

Top 20 Judges Selection Procedure (9/14) 

Top 20 Judging Procedure (12/14) 

Top 20 Score Sheet (1/11) 

Top Dog Evening Procedure (1/13) 

V & VX List (12/15) 

V & VX Requirements (10/16) Rev.  3/20/23 
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COMMITTEES OF THE AMERICAN ROTTWEILER CLUB 

Updated 08/18/25 

AKC Breed Referral Coordinator

Teresa Bradley  (K. Cardona) 

AKC Gazette Columnist Coordinator 

Jill Kessler-Miller  (M. Tribble) 

310-573-9615   jillymillygsrc@gmail.com

AKC Junior Coordinator 

Sarah Janner      (R. Galusha) 

203-232-5800    isengard3@aol.com 

AKC Legislative Liaison 

Jeff Shaver      (J. Shaver) 

713-557-0807  jshaver522@yahoo.com 

AKC Suspensions 

Jill Kessler-Miller   (R. Garske) 

310-573-8615   jillymillygsrc@gmail.com

ARC Breed Standard Evaluation 

Robert Galusha (C)   (R. Galusha) 
Robert Evans 

Susi Metzner 

Jeff Shaver 

951-297-1532   robertgalusha@hotmail.com 

Breeder Education 

Lew Olson (C)  (K. Cardona) 
Sarah Janner 

Davian Mitchell 
Tim Peterson 

713-303-5639  lewolson@earthlink.net 

ARC Club Liaison 

Roberta Martin  (A. Glynn) 

530-591-3111  romarot@gmail.com 

ARC Database 

Lin Beenen      (R. Galusha) 

616-318-0000  dbeenen@yahoo.com 

ARC Polices, Procedures, & Standing Rules 

Nancy Stafford  (R. Galusha) 

505-235-3702  biavastafford@comcast.net

ARC Public Relations 

Jeff Shaver       (K. Cardona) 

713-557-0807  jshaver522@yahoo.com 

ARC Sieger Show  

Robert Galusha (C)  (R. Galusha) 
Susi Metzner (AC) 
Kimberly Cardona 

Ann Glynn 

Jill Kessler-Miller 

951-297-1532   robertgalusha@hotmail.com

ARC Social Media 

Robert Galusha (C)  (R. Galusha) 

Randi Garske 

Darci Proctor 

951-297-1532      robertgalusha@hotmail.com

Archivist 

(open)  (R. Galusha) 

ARK Newsletter 

Michele Misurelli Gillis (E)   (R. Galusha) 

Robert Galusha 

954-237-9825  SouthDixieChis@att.net 

Canine Ambassador Program (CAP) 

Dr. Tommy Caisango  (K. Cardona) 

321-752-4614  drtom13@aol.com 

Carting 

Randi Garske (C)                      (R. Garske) 
Teresa Bradley 

Dede Brownstein 

Tonya Williamson 

Laura-Wright-Smith 
720-560-2300       arccarting@amrottclub.org 

Grievance 

Ann Glynn, ARC Secretary 

408-230-0861    blackthorna@netscape.net

Jenifer Lind Kelley Memorial Trophy 

Rose Lehn  (J Crim) 

205-356-5277  roselehn@msn.com 

Judges Education 

Tim Peterson (C)  (R.Galusha) 
Pam Boles 
Kimberly Cardona 

Nancy Griego 

Sarah Janner 
Donna Rice 

Becky Sumner 

612-396-3466  wynstonekennels@gmail.com 

Junior Showmanship & Scholarship Program 

Jr. Scholarship                        (R. Garske) 

Tonya Williamson 

404-247-0697      darkwaters2@gmail.com 

Jr. Showmanship  (R. Garske) 

Tonya Williamson 

404-247-0697 darkwaters2@gmail.com

Longevity 

(open)  (M. Tribble) 

Meet The Breed 

Britney Mazzer (C)   (A. Gray) 
Alexandra Gebhardt 

Carol Schmidt 

Tonya Williamson 
Donna Worthington 

970-302-5988  konaspetservice@hotmail.com

Membership:  (R. Galusha) 

New 
Margaret Sledge    arcnewmembership@yahoo.com 

Renewals 
Margaret Sledge renewmembershiparc@yahoo.com 

National Specialty Planning  (R.Galusha) 

Robert Galusha 

Randi Garske 
Ann Glynn 

Adam Gray 

Roberta Martin 

951-297-1532      robertgalusha@hotmail.com

National Specialty Coordinator 

Roberta Martin (A. Glynn) 

530-591-3111  romarot@gmail.com 

Regional Specialty Coordinator 

Jim Runck (A. Glynn) 

612-670-9078  quickfirerotts@aol.com 

Sweepstakes Judges 

Jeff Shaver       (J. Shaver) 

713-557-0807  jshaver522@yahoo.com 

National Specialty Auction Coordinator 

Roberta Martin       (J Crim) 

530-591-3111            romarot@gmail.com 

National Specialty Fund Raising 

Open       (A. Gray) 

National Specialty Volunteer Committee 

Charlene Olin  (R. Galusha) 

916-370-1725 charleneolin@sbcglobal.net

OFA Liaison

Randi Garske                   (R. Garske) 

303-663-6382             randigb@comcast.com 

Patricia DeMarzo Memorial Tracking 

Fund Investment Advisory Committee 

Nancy Stafford (C)   Adam Gray  

Ann Glynn 
Jeff Shaver 

505-235-3702  biavastafford@comcast.net

Pet Therapy 

Kelly Skiptunas (C)                    (A. Gray) 

Denise Null 

Renice Zimmerman 

717-940-7259         ks4rotts@dejazzd.com 

Production Awards 

Marilyn Piusz       (J. Shaver) 

518-883-5806  mpiusz@nycap.rr.com 

Rottweiler Health 

Open (C)      (M. Tribble) 

Sarah Janner 

Kate Player 

Top Dog Evening 

Elizabeth Lucas (C)  (A. Glynn) 

513-464-8794  frogdogben@yahoo.com 

Top Dogs/Juniors Statistics: (R. Galusha) 

Top Twenty 

Tonya Williamson (C)  (A. Glynn) 

Charlene Olin (Co-C) 
Sarah Janner 

Erin Foreman 
Lauren Greene 

Katie Maess 

513-459-9613     arctopdog20@gmail.com 

Trophy Inventory 

Tina Walters  (M. Tribble) 

864-325-3877     gmansrotties@gmail.com

Versatility (V and VX) Awards 

Teresa Bradley (C)   (R. Galusha) 

Cydney Charlier 

Diana Lane 
Marilyn Piusz 

Laura Wright-Smith 

360-687-7778   neurodesrotts@yahoo.com 

Ways & Means/ Publications  (A. Glynn) 

Contact: 

Diane Ciminero 

775-747-5981 

dcimi92142@aol.com 
Mailings: 

Thora Thibaut  775-867-2842 

WEB Site http://www.amrottclub.org 

Alex Gebhardt  (A. Gray) 

908-288-7733  talosniles@gmail.com 

Rottweiler Health Foundation (RHF) 

www.rottweilerhealth.org 

Jeff Shaver 

713-557-0807  jshaver552@yahoo.com 
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COMMITTEES OF THE AMERICAN ROTTWEILER CLUB 

Rottweiler Rescue Foundation (RRF) 

www.rottweilerrescuefoundation.org 

Chip Chaney 

317-280-1235  ejchaneyjr@aol.com 

AKC Agility Advisory Representative 

Debbie Hayes     (J Crim) 

403-668-8530  habfan2@maplemor.net 

AKC Herding Advisory Representative 

Ann Glynn (A. Glynn) 

408-230-0861    blackthorna@netscape.net

AKC Obedience & Rally Advisory Representative 

Catherine M. Thompson      (J Crim) 

740-636-0272    tommyrott@ameritech.net

Education Grants 

Shantel McCook    (A. Gray) 

801-573-2775    hoochieman2@gmail.com

Legislative Committee 

OPEN   (K. Cardona) 

MEMBERS WHO COMPILE 

STATISTICS: 

Agility (Jumpers With Weaves) 

Eileen M. Kosakowski 

281-330-8235    arcticaussies@yahoo.com

Agility (Standard) 

Gretchen Caldwell 

 Gretchencaldwell429@gmail.com 

Carting 

Dr. Tommy Caisango 

321-752-4614      drtom13@aol.com 

Conformation 

Lisa A. Kramer 

Janet Fletcher 

913-485-5921    suburbanpetcare00@gmail.com

MEMBERS WHO COMPILE 

STATISTICS: 

Herding 

Marilyn Piusz 

518-883-5806  mpiusz@nycap.rr.com 

Juniors 

Lu O. Castro 

440-729-6319  lcrotacd@sbcglobal.net 

Obedience 

Francis Keays 

208-922-9982  fbkeays@gmail.com 

Rally 

Susie Abel 

510-914-6232     blondie_13@comcast.net

Look for renewal forms in your

mail (email and/or regular mail) 

Renewals due by July 1, 2026 

the ARK 9



AMERICAN ROTTWEILER CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE

If yours is a family membership list the family members here:

$

II. CONTACT INFORMATION:  Please provide your current contact information (one phone and one email address only).

EMAIL (a):

ADDITONAL FAMILY EMAIL (b) (c) if applicable:

MI 

STATE COUNTRY

*In accordance with the club’s Bylaws and Standing Rules, the membership

roster is used only for the business of the club. It is not published publicly.

III. DONATION OPPORTUNITIES: Please consider giving to the following funds and/or independent foundations.

 Board‐Designated Funds** :      Donation: Donation:

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $

$

V: MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY: All members will have access online to a free digital copy.

I would like to volunteer!  My area of interest and/or experience is: $

$

$

$

$

$

and mail with form to:

PO Box 3122 Date

Greenville, SC 29602

It’s time to renew your ARC membership by paying dues for the club year of July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027. Please complete and return this 

form with dues by June 30.  You may also renew and pay online at www.amrottclub.org/renew. 

I. MEMBERSHIP TYPE: Individual ($50)

PHONE NUMBER:

(a)

(b)

(c)

 Senior (70+ yrs old by 7/1/25; member 10 yrs or more) ($25)

Family ($65 + $15 for ea add’l member)

Senior Family ($32.50)

I. Your Dues: 

Top 20 Fund (8)  

National [Specialty] Support Fund (11)  

Rottweiler Health Foundation (9)  

Rottweiler Rescue Foundation (9)  

I. Dues: 

III. Donations: 

IV. Additional ARK Postage: 

V. Membership Directory: 

Rottweiler-Rescue Foundation Disaster Fund (9)  

Education Grant Program (2)  

Kayln Rae Bastyr Memorial Jr. Scholarship (3)  

Junior Fund (4)  

Fund to Preserve Docking/Cropping (5)  

Fund to Fight Anti-Canine Legislation (6)  

ACL Challenge ($50 min) (7)  

III. Total Donations: 

*For more information about the Board‐designated funds, see Standing Rules, Section D on www.amrottclub.org. The numbers (X) next to each fund name 

indicate the fund’s line in Sec D. For more information on the foundations, refer to their respective websites (links found at www.amrottclub.org).

Membership Sunshine Fund (13)

IV: CLUB NEWSLETTER:  All members will have access online to a free digital copy.

Signature

Total $ Enclosed:  

Late fee - renewals received after 9/29 ($20)

AMOUNT DUE: Please add all amounts you entered in the far‐right column to reach the amount due with your renewal.  Membership 

is renewed when dues are paid, and renewal form is received.

Margaret Sledge

Make checks payable American Rottweiler Club, 

Questions? Contact us at renewmembershiparc@yahoo.com Thank you!

AFFIRMATION: By renewing my (my family’s) American Rottweiler Club membership, I 

agree that I (we) will continue to abide by the rules of the AKC, the ARC Constitution and 

Bylaws, and the ARC Mandatory Practices.

OK to print phone number in roster? *    YES    /    NO  OK to print email in roster? *    YES    /    NO  

Kennel name:

ADDRESS CITY

FIRST LAST

ZIP+4 OR POSTAL CODE

Rev 2026the ARK 10
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Chris Bova 
120 Collins Rd 
Paris, KY 40361-9778 
417-288-2031 
spumchasti@aol.com 

Gerry Calvert 
120 Collins Rd 
Paris, KY 40361-9778 
859-285-4144 
gerry.calvert@gmail.com 

Robert Chittick 
3032 Ludwig St 
Burton, MI 48529-1038 
810-893-3537 
bobmxfan@yahoo.com 

Jamie Kozma 
3032 Ludwig St 
Burton, MI 48529-1038 
810-893-3537 
jmccarty112@hotmail.com 

Kelsey Florey 
839 Cambridge Ct 
Wilmington, IL 60481-1645 
815-735-2003 
kczemske@sbcglobal.net 

Candice Prior 
1020 Meadows Ct 
Maryville, IL 62062-6673 
618-444-9359 
cprior082@gmail.com 

Aaron Varnold 
15714 N. State Rt. 40 
Edelstein, IL 61526-9729 
309-431-0140 
solojewls3319@yahoo.com 

Julie Varnold 
15714 N. State Rt. 40 
Edelstein, IL 61526-9729 
309-431-0140 
solojewls3319@yahoo.com 

Melissa Buehler Pat Moseley Jenni Risler 
Michael Cherry  Sherry Moseley David Wagner 

Zenaida Gonzalez 
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The Importance of Examining

THE ROTTWEILER’S
Bite & Dentition

BY LEW OLSON
Judges Education Chair American Rottweiler Club, https://www.amrottclub.org/work-and-play/conformation/judges-education/

• Entropion, ectropion.
• Overshot, undershot (when incisors do not touch or mesh); wry mouth; two

or more missing teeth.
• Unilateral cryptorchid or cryptorchid males
• Long coat.
• Any base color other than black; absence of all markings.
• A dog that in the opinion of the judge attacks any person in the ring.

Most of these disqualifications are easy to determine during an exam in the
show ring, but one of these takes a bit more time, skill, and knowledge of canine 
dentition and how to count teeth. I have seen a few judges just do a quick and 
cursory look at the bite and mouth, and move on to the rest of the dog. That will 
not determine if the dog has two or more missing teeth. Overshot and undershot 
bites are also a DQ. Serious faults include a level bite and one missing tooth. I 
am hoping to be able to describe how to examine the Rottweiler’s mouth, to do it 
efficiently, and to know where missing teeth are most often found. 

The Disqualifications listed in the AKC Rottweiler Breed Standard include:

Rottweiler Dentition
Adults should have 42 teeth, but remember when looking at puppies, they only have 26: 6 incisors, 2 canines, and 6 premolars (P2, P3, P4) on both top 
and bottom. They do not have a P1, nor do they have any molars. Puppy teeth should all be in by 8 weeks, and permanent, adult teeth should all be 
present by 8 months. Below are diagrams of both a puppy’s and a dog’s dentition, as well as instructions for counting teeth in groups. 

Counting Teeth in Groups
Look for 6 incisors and 2 canines, both upper and lower. This can easily be done when checking the occlusion (bite).
Look for 4 premolars and 3 molars on each lower side, and 4 premolars and 2 molars on each upper side.  

Puppy

Premolars

Premolars Premolars

Incisors
Canines Canines

Incisors

Adult

Premolars Molars

Molars
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THE IMPORTANCE OF EXAMINING THE ROTTWEILER’S BITE & DENTITION

The Rottweiler has a scissors bite. On occasion, Rott-
weilers can be missing an incisor (the front teeth). Usually 
it is only one, and often only on the top or bottom. Make 
sure, as you see above, the seams between the teeth line 
up. If a tooth goes on top of a seam, most often one of the 
incisors is missing and this means taking a second look. 
Remember, level bites are a serious fault, and overshot and 
undershot are disqualifications.

The side bite has four premolars. These are right 
behind the canine teeth. Most often, a P1 is one of the 
most common missing teeth. Note how small they can be, 
so it is important to ask the exhibitor to show these and 
not put their fingers in the way. Behind the three premo-
lars, are the regular, larger molars.

This illustration shows a complete view of the side 
dentition; three premolars on both sides, three larger 
molars on both sides. However, the bottom jaw has an 
extra molar, called the M3 or sometimes referred to as the 
“popcorn” molar. This M3 is another common missing 
tooth and takes some effort to see and determine whether 
it is missing or not. I have the exhibitor open the dog’s 

mouth, and an experienced handler will also stretch the back lips to give a 
better view. If they do not, ask them. You need the see the M3s in the very 
lower back. Specify which tooth you can’t see, and most exhibitors will help 
for you to see those teeth.

It is important when examining a Rottweiler to avoid direct eye contact. 
I do this with all breeds I judge, as for some dogs it is a confrontational 
and threatening gesture. I always ask the exhibitor to show the bite first. 
The Rottweiler is an aloof breed, and generally will only tolerate so much 
examination. I do the bite first while the tolerance level is highest. They 
don’t get better if done at the end, and often dance around more at that 
point. I don’t care if the dog is standing or sitting, if I have a good view to 
see the bite and dentition. It is important in my breed that the judge does 
the entire examination at once (examine bite, look overhead for proportion, 
and then check testicles and tail. Once I remove my hands from the dog, I 
am finished and do not return. I want the examination to be a win-win for 
both the dog and the judge. There is no reason to linger over them. Move-
ment will show soundness and any structural issues. I move them twice 
around the ring when they enter and again at the end in large classes. Once 
I have found the best-moving dogs, I pick the ones that have the best breed 
type for my placements. And no, I don’t go back and touch them again (e.g., 
shoulders, loin, head, etc.). 

It is my goal to make sure all judges understand the dentition of the 
Rottweiler and take the time to look at the bite and be able to count teeth 
in the groups I’ve outlined above; that would be to count the front teeth or 
incisors (six top and bottom), to find the four premolars on each side (know-
ing that the P1 is the most common missing tooth, although it can happen 
with any of them), and to check for the M3 (small molar farthest back on 
the bottom jaw). I ask the exhibitor to show me the front teeth, then one 
side, then the other, and then open the mouth to view the M3s.

The Rottweiler was one of my first breeds (45 years ago), so while exam-
ing the bite and dentition may seem easy to me, I understand the difficulty 
for those coming from breeds that don’t count teeth. However, this is VERY 
IMPORTANT to understand and learn for judging this breed.

I hope everyone found this to be clear, but if you are still confused or 
have questions, please contact me. I am happy to help. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lew Olson has had a lifelong love of 
dogs. She started showing dogs in 1974, 
with a Doberman Pinscher. Later, she 

had one ever since. She has bred 100 
champions and has had Best in Show 

shows in Germany and has judged 

She has judged at the American 

Lew has had Brussels Griffons for 13 years and is still showing both the 
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 6/9/2026 - American Rottweiler Club to host a Region VII Concurrent ARC Regional ð Gray Summit, MO.  
Robert Galusha robertgalushaARCBOD@gmail.com

7/4/2026 ð Rottweiler Club New Mexico Concurrent Specialty, Albuquerque, NM -  Deb Tabor  
rekwas1@gmail.com

7/8, 7/10, 7/12 - 2026ð Dogwood Rottweiler Club Regional Specialty ð Concord, NC.  Paul Walters 
pntwalters@gmail.com 

7/11/2026 - Concurrent Region IV ARC Specialty ð Concord, NC.  Bob Busby didiok9@aol.com

8/8-8/9, 2026 ð The Rottweiler Club of Alaska (2) Independent Spealties ð Wasilla, AK.  Cheri Hagen 
stoneridgeak@gmail.com

 

9/3/2026 – Mile High Rottweiler Club Region I Specialty – Greeley, CO. Randi Garske randigb@comcast.com

10/7 - 10/9,  2026 – Medallion Rottweiler Club Independent Specialty.  St Charles, IL.  Emily Garmager 
ecgarmager@gmail.com

UPCOMING CARTING TESTS

5/4/2026 – Colonial Rottweiler Club – Palmyra, PA. Tish Edwards (540) 219-9300

5/23/2026 – Rottweiler Club of New Mexico – Albuquerque, NM. Elena Trodden (505) 681-2738

6/8/2026 – American Rottweiler Club – Gray Summit, MO.  Ghislaine Griswold ggriswold@ieee.org 

UPCOMING ARC BSE (Breed Standard Evaluation)

8/14/2026 – Sierra Rottweiler Owners to host ARC BSE - Reno, NV.  Roberta Martin romarot@gmail.com Evaluator: 
Robert Galusha

REGION I: Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, 

Washington, Wyoming.  

REGION II: Indiana, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania.  

REGION III: Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas.  

REGION IV: Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina,  

South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia.  

REGION V: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 

York, Rhode Island, Vermont.  

REGION VI: Alaska, California, Hawaii.  

REGION VII: Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin. 

REGION VIII: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 

Mississippi.

Did you know that any club listed in the ARC Local Club list may bid to 

host the American Rottweiler Club National Specialty? It's true! It is 

very rewarding to host this prestigious event! Deadline to receive bids 

is January 1, three years prior to the date of the National Specialty.  

• Any club listed in the ARC Local Club list-OR a group of ARC

Members (at least 3)-may apply to host an ARC Regional

Specialty.

• Deadline to receive applications is at least 7 months in advance

of closing date to ensure time for all necessary approvals.

Contact one of the following folks to apply. They will happily

assist you!

National Specialty:  

Roberta Kelley-Martin (530) 591-3111, romarot@gmail.com 

Regional Specialty:  

Jim Runck, (612) 670-9078, quickfirerotts@aol.com 

UPCOMING 2026 ROTTWEILER SPECIALTIES
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8/14-8/15, 2026 – Sierra Rottweiler Owners to host 2 Region I Specialty’s – Reno, NV.  Roberta Martin 

romarot@gmail.com 

8/20-8/21, 2026 – Northstar Rottweiler Club to host 2 Independent Specialty’s - Lake Elmo, MN. Jim 

Runck quickfirerotts@aol.com 

8/28 & 8/30, 2026 – Greater Cincinnati Rottweiler Club, Designated Specialty, Lexington, KY. Katie Maess 

ktm@embarqmail.com 

9/3/2026 – Mile High Rottweiler Club Region I Specialty – Greeley, CO.  Randi Garske 

randigb@comcast.com 

9/19/2026 – Hoosier Rottweiler Club (2) Specialties – Greensburg, IN.  Tonya Bowers 

cascadesrottweiler@gmail.com 

10/7 - 10/9,  2026 – Medallion Rottweiler Club Independent Specialty.  St Charles, IL.  Emily Garmager 

ecgarmager@gmail.com 

11/12/2026 – Evergreen Rottweiler Club (2) ARC Region I Specialties – Monroe, WA.  Crah Khan 

cyrah.khan620@gmail.com 

UPCOMING CARTING TESTS 

6/8/2026 – American Rottweiler Club – Gray Summit, MO.  Ghislaine Griswold ggriswold@ieee.org 

UPCOMING ARC BSE (Breed Standard Evaluation) 

8/14/2026 – Sierra Rottweiler Owners to host ARC BSE - Reno, NV.  Roberta Martin romarot@gmail.com 

Evaluator: Robert Galusha 

mailto:ecgarmager@gmail.com


ARC Local & Area Rottweiler Clubs
Please send changes to Roberta Martin, ARC Club Liaison, romarot@gmail.com  (4/25) 

ALASKA 

The Rottweiler Club of Alaska 
www.rottweilerclubofalaska.org 

Rottweiler Club of Alaska 
Cheri Hagen                   907-355-6380

stoneridgeak@gmail.com 

ARIZONA 

Grand Canyon State 
Rottweiler Club  

Grand Canyon State Rottweiler Club 
Kathy Touvell          623-693-4961  

K2Vell@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Associated Rottweiler Fanciers of 
Northern California  

www.arfnc.com 
Associated Rottweiler Fanciers of 

Northern California 
Lorelei Dewe  lldewe@gmail.com 

Golden State Rottweiler Club 
Golden State Rottweiler Club 

Brigitte Ortega             818-900-8048
chaidanud@yahoo.com 

Southwestern RC of San Diego 
www.southwesternrottweilerclub.com 

Southwestern Rottweiler Club   
of San Diego 

Katie McCasey         858-699-5192 
kmccasey@sbcglobal.net 

Western Rottweiler Owners 
www.wro-rotts.org 

Western Rottweiler Owners 
Jennifer Scotten      209-629-9779 

love4rotts@gmail.com 

COLORADO 

Mile High Rottweiler Club 
of Greater Denver 

www.milehighrotties.org 
Mile High Rottweiler Club of  

Greater Denver 
Randi Garske             720-560-2300

randigb@comcast.net 

FACEBOOK page is indicated by 
underline/italic 

FLORIDA 

Gulfstream Rottweiler Club of 
Mid-Florida. Inc 

Silvia Davalos    rottinet@gmail.com

GEORGIA 

Dogwood Rottweiler Club 
of Metro Atlanta 

www.dogwoodrottweilerclub.com 
DRCMA 

Gordon Turner              770-887-9195
04gordonturner@windstream.net 

ILLINOIS 

Medallion Rottweiler Club 
www.mrcrottweiler.org 
Medallion Rottweiler Club 

Cindy Childers             708-873-9877
cindyfive0@aol.com 

INDIANA 

Hoosier Rottweiler Club 
Hoosier Rottweiler Club 

Mary Statzer    317-432-0006 
mjsbelle@aol.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

New England Rottweiler Fanciers 
New England Rottweiler Fanciers 
Linda Brooks 508-887-3727 

fordernbacherotts@outlook.com 

MINNESOTA 

Northstar Rottweiler Club 
www.northstarrottweilerclub.org 

Northstar Rottweiler Club 
Rachel Meehan             763-300-7383

meehan.rachel@gmail.com 

NEVADA 

Sierra Rottweiler Owners 
Sierra Rottweiler Owners 

Roberta Martin             530-591-3111
romarot@gmail.com 

NEW JERSEY 

Colonial Rottweiler Club 
www.colonialrottweilerclub.org 

Colonial Rottweiler Club 
Sarah Janner             203-232-5800

isengard3@aol.com 

NEW MEXICO 

The Rottweiler Club of New Mexico 
www.rottweilerclubnm.org 

Rottweiler Club of New Mexico 
Debra Tabor               505-917-6421 

rekwas1@gmail.com 

NEW YORK 

Greater New York Rottweiler Club 
Tony DiCicco             516-591-6392 

tonyshoes@aol.com 

OHIO 

Greater Cincinnati Rottweiler Club 
Greater Cincinnati Rottweiler Club 

Carolyn Zembrodt        513-720-4833 
rottsafun@yahoo.com 

Western Buckeye Rottweiler Club  
Kathy Yontz            937-631-0692 

kathy@rockrunkennels.com 

OREGON 

Pacific Coast Rottweiler 
Performance Club 

Stacey Wetzel                 360-978-5750
fswetzel@tds.net 

TEXAS 

Texican Rottweiler Club 
Texican Rottweiler Club 

Elsa V Moncivais-Whitton 
210-861-5433

K9CoastalSports@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON  

Evergreen Rottweiler Club 
Monica Dotterweich    507-403-1047  

MADotterweich@gmail.com 

FOREIGN  

Rottweiler Club of Canada   
www.rottclubca 

Allgemeiner Deutscher Rottweiler  
Klub e.V. www.adrk.de 
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Mile High Rottweiler Club’s Mother’s Day Carting Tests 

By Laura Wright-Smith, ARC Carting Judge & ARC Carting Committee Member 

On May 10, 2026, the Mile High Rottweiler Club hosted 
back-to-back Mother’s Day carting tests at South High 
School in Denver, Colorado—my husband Chuck’s alma 
mater and a brand-new venue for me. I was honored to 
judge the morning test, and the site could not have been 
more ideal: level, gated, asphalt with plenty of built-in 
distractions to keep teams honest. Add in a classic 
Colorado bluebird day—bright skies, a light breeze, and 
temperatures in the low 70s—and we had perfect 
testing conditions. 

The MHRC members, as always, delivered a beautifully 
organized event. With 19 entries and several two-dog 
teams, we tested approximately 24 dogs, including a 
wonderful mix of Rottweilers and a team of 
Newfoundland’s who brought great energy to the 
morning. 

A Judge’s Perspective 

Having served as an American Rottweiler Club carting judge for more than 20 years—and having 
attended the very first ARC National carting test—I’ve seen exceptional dogs across at least eight 
states. Still, this Colorado entry genuinely impressed me. 

My day began with the Intermediate Team, and what a start it was. The team consisted of a 13-year-old 
dam and her 10-year-old son. If not for their distinguished gray muzzles, you’d never guess they were 
veterans. They moved through the course with confidence, precision, and grace. I award perfect scores 
only when they are truly earned—and this team delivered exactly what a perfect run should look like. 

And they weren’t alone. I awarded three additional perfect scores throughout the day. Each team 
demonstrated outstanding teamwork, accuracy, and impressive speed. Both my HIT and RHIT earned 
perfect 200s, separated by just a tenth of a second. 

One of the most remarkable elements was the slow change of pace. Historically, it’s the element I’ve 
had to DQ the most dogs on—but not in Denver. Every single dog passed it beautifully. The 360s were 
equally impressive, with tight, clean crossovers that were a joy to watch. Things may be bigger in 
Texas, but they are definitely faster in Colorado. 

Rising Stars & Veteran Greats 

I was thrilled to see several first-time dogs and new handlers giving it their all. No one gave up, and I 
saw some truly promising teams in the making. I’ve long said Arizona had the best backing dogs in 
carting—but Colorado certainly challenged that claim. 

A heartfelt shout-out goes to the veteran dogs who continue to inspire. Lucca, at 10 years old, ran at 
least six times, including the perfect score run with his 13-year-old mother. GCH CH Kelsey’s Ruffian 
CD PCD BN RM RAE HSAds FDC CI CI-T CGCU TKN VX “Skeeter” WS44498401, 02/22/2013  Breeder: 
Karen Gilden, Wayne Gilden Christian Kubik. By: GCH CH Banshee’s Duke of Rott’n Acres RA CD RE CI 
CGC x CH Kelsey’s Quintessence CD PCDX RAE HSAs HIAs PT HT FDC CS CI CS-T CI-T V. Owner: Karen 
& Wayne Gilden, Christian Kubik, Mary Ann Cothren,  
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AND 

GCHB CH Kelsey’s In The Line Of Fire CD BN RM2 RAE3 CS CI CS-T CI-T “Lucca” WS54307303, 
04/17/2016 Breeder: Karen Gilden, Wayne Gilden Liz Lucas. By CH MAJESTIC PISTOL PACKIN CISCO V 
IRONSTONE WD RN CGC x GCH Kelsey’s Ruffian CD BN RM RAE HSAds FDC CGCA CGCU TKN. Owner: 
Mary Anne Cothren,  

 And “CJ”— GCH CH Serrant’s Cody James CS CS-T CI CI-T BN HT OT HSAs FDC CGC TKN CGCA CGCU 
RATn NTD ASCD OTDs—earned the special veteran award. Hard to believe she’s already seven. 

Thank You, Team MHRC 

This event was a true team effort. Special thanks to: 

• Julie Thomas, Carting Chair and Judge
• Dean Thomas, timer
• Autumn Wilkerson, coordinator

• Troy Wilkerson, car-gate keeper
• Ghislaine Griswold, secretary
• And all the exhibitors who brought their enthusiasm and dedication

Your hard work made this a memorable and truly stellar Mother’s Day event. Thank you, MHRC, for 
inviting me to judge—it was an honor. 

Morning Test Awards 

HIT  GCH Cornerstone’s Absolute Dream of Schmusen TD PCDX HXDs HIDs HSAsM RM CIst “Rêve” 
WS69897904, 10/02/2020, M, Rottweiler.Breeder: Jenny Bauer, Rita Rimler, Daviann Mitchell. By GCH 
Derhagen-N- 
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WORDS OF WISDOM ON STUD DOGS, ACCORDING TO JILL 

T    here is, of course, no definitive guide on stud dogs. 

The following is based on experience as a competi­
tor, occasional breeder, and rescuer. Back in the 
1990s, I was the usual critique typist for the 
American Rottweiler Verein, a German-style active 
club founded by Eckart Salquist of Jenecks 
Rottweilers.  A couple of guys were hounding Eckart 
with questions such as "Who has good stud dogs?" 
"Who do you like?" "What dog should I use?" and 
"How do you choose a stud dog, Eckart?" I was 
standing nearby, just listening. Eckart calmly said, 
"Breed to the dog you like." 

He didn't mean the # 1 dog, or the most titled dog, or 
the dog owned by someone prominent in the breed, 
or anything extra­neous to the actual real-life 
dog.Breed to the dog you like. In other words, do you 
actually like the dog? Do you like the dog's 
personality? Do you like the way the dog holds and 
presents himself? Do you like the dog? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It doesn't matter if the dog belong to your neighbor, 
has no titles, or hasn't been campaigned for the Top 
10. Is it a nice dog that has what you like and could
be a partner in a good pairing? Which leads me to a
few of my own sayings.

First: If I don't like the owners of the bitch enough to 
invite them in to my home for dinner with my non-
dog husband, I turn down the breeding. I must feel 
comfortable with their sanity, ability to adapt to 
obstacles and tough situ- ations, to be able to help 
any offspring that needs to come home for any 
reason at any time-no if, ands, or buts-and to keep me 
advised as to where puppies are going and how their 
doing. 

In short, no crazy people, no victims, no blamers, no 
double-talking gossipers. Next, I always say, "A good 
stud dog can com-plement a good bitch, but he 
cannot compensate for a poor one.

GAZETTE 
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“ Breed to the dog you like. In 
other words, do you actually 
like the dog? Do you like the 
dog's personality? Do you like 
the way the dog holds and 
presents himself? Do you like 
the dog? ” 

 —Jill Kessler Miller 

 I know it's exciting when someone brings a bitch to 
you for breeding. But look at her: Is she ugly? How 
is her angulation? Hocks? Shoulders? Head type? Is 
she correct? How is her temperament? Confident? 
Loves to play? Shy? Anxious? Stable and 
trustworthy? Reactive and insecure? 

This leads to my follow up saying: "If I wouldn't take 
her home to live in my own house, then I won't 
breed to it." I must love the bitch enough I would 
gladly bring her home, be confident she would be 
good with family and life- style. She is trustworthy 
and adaptable, thoughtful, judicious and 
appropriate. 

Above all else, both breeding partners must be 
healthy, tested, and good with children. Yes, I said 
it: good with children. If they are not, then they are 
not right in the head for our breed. And I would 
hope you would not like the dog. Enough said. 

the ARK 20



Preface: The tradition of competitive purebred dog events predates 1884—the year the American Kennel Club (AKC®) was founded. 
Those involved in these sports share core values, including a strong commitment to sportsmanship and a welcoming, respectful  
culture that embraces the diverse community united by a love of dogs.
These values are evident across all aspects of the sport: conformation, performance, companion, and family dog activities.  
Many believe that the enduring principles of sportsmanship and civility are key reasons the sport has thrived for over 140 years.
Recognizing that periodically reaffirming our shared values strengthens our community, the revised code will be shared widely to 
highlight the foundational values and principles that define the sport.

AKC® Code of  
Sportsmanship and Civility

• Sportspeople always place the welfare of their dog
above all else.

• Sportspeople prioritize the long-term health and preservation
of their breed, making decisions that reflect a deep commitment
to responsible breeding and ownership.

• Sportspeople respect the history, traditions and integrity
of the sport of purebred dogs.

• Sportspeople conduct themselves in a manner that
reflects positively on the sport, the American Kennel Club,
and themselves.

• Sportspeople appreciate, encourage and support all who
associate with and participate in the sports by fostering an
environment where respect, equity, inclusion, and courtesy
are foundational.

• Sportspeople understand, uphold and abide by all AKC
bylaws, rules, regulations and policies.

• Sportspeople contribute to a positive atmosphere at
events by avoiding negative gossip, disparagement, or
unsportsmanlike behavior.

• Sportspeople extend their values of civility, fairness,
and respect to all digital and social media platforms.

• Sportspeople actively support the education and mentorship
of newcomers, helping them learn the rules, values, and
traditions of the sport in a respectful way.

• Sportspeople recognize that they are role models in the
sport, and strive to lead by example through humility,
kindness, and ethical conduct.

• Sportspeople treat fellow exhibitors, judges, officials,
volunteers, spectators, and AKC staff with dignity and
respect, regardless of experience, background, or
differences in opinion.

• Sportspeople are committed to fair play, honesty,
courtesy, and competition, approaching both winning
and losing with grace.

• Sportspeople understand that strong competition and
civility can—and should—coexist. They appreciate the quality
of their competitors, and the effort put forth by others.

• Sportspeople uphold their responsibilities to the sport
of purebred dogs and refuse to let personal gain or
self-interest influence their decisions or behavior.

• The sportsperson judges only on the merits of the
dogs and considers no other factors.

• The sportsperson judge or exhibitor accepts
constructive criticism.

• The sportsperson exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit
under a judge where it might reasonably appear that the
judge’s placements could be based on something other
than the merits of the dogs.

• The sportsperson exhibitor refuses to compromise the
impartiality of a judge.

• Sportspeople are willing to share honest and open appraisals
of both the strengths and weaknesses of their breeding stock.

• Sportspeople decline to exploit any positions of authority
or recognition for personal advantage.

• Sportspeople appreciate those that have gone before
them and realize they are responsible for maintaining
and enhancing the sport for future generations.

7/2025



ARK Editor will design your ad for FREE!

Please contact Michele Misurelli Gillis 
for more details! SouthDixieChis@ att.net



SEE WHY CHAMPIONS 
CHOOSE PURINA® PRO PLAN®.

proplansport.com
EXCLUSIVELY AT PET SPECIALTY AND ONLINE RETAILERS

SUPPORTS
IMMUNE SYSTEM
DURING TRAVEL
& COMPETITION

HELPS KEEP
SKIN & COAT

IN EXCELLENT
CONDITION

HELPS OPTIMIZE
OXYGEN METABOLISM

FOR INCREASED
STAMINA

*Dog News Magazine Top 100 Dogs based on AKC All-Breed Competition and RBIS through 12/31/20. 
The handlers or owners of these champions may have received Pro Plan dog food as Purina ambassadors. Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A.

SHOW DOGS

OF THE TOP

ONLY ONE
BRAND FUELS




